























THE WIEZ LABORATORY

For more than 50 years, the monthly review
Wiez (The Bond) and the initiatives which grew
around it have been important parts
of Polish cultural, intellectual, and
religious life.

The monthly was founded in 1958
by a group of lay Catholics, with Ta-
deusz Mazowiecki as their leader.
The future first non-communist Prime Minis-
ter of Poland (after the 1989 breakthrough) was
WieZ’s editor-in-chief until 1981. Mr. Mazow-
iecki is now the Chairman of the advisory Edito-

rial Council. Under communism, WieZ played
an important role in creating first the demo-
cratic opposition, and later “Solidarno$¢”.
Today, Wigz is not just a monthly review, but
also a small, yet prestigious, publishing house.
Since 2008 a new form of activity appeared: the
WIEZ Laboratory - Institute for Social Analysis
and Dialogue. It is an independent, interdisci-
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plinary analytical-research center that initiates
and helps shape public debate. We want our
reflections and work to reinforce the
foundation values of civil society. The
diagnoses of contemporary life car-
ried out by the WIEZ Laboratory will
contribute to a vision of the future of
Poland, the Church, and Europe.

The WIEZ Laboratory brings together aca-
demics, experts, analysts, artists, and journalists
of the middle and younger generations. True to
the WigZ tradition, we wish to search for the com-
mon ground, in the interests of reconciliation and
overcoming prejudices and stereotypes. We do not
want to blur existing differences. However, we feel
that dialogue among people of different nations,
cultures, religions, and convictions is the right
way to build a human community in a pluralistic
world. We understand dialogue as the continua-
tion of the traditions of Jagiellonian Poland, and
also as an expression of Catholic thinking—after
all, the word katholikos means “universal”.

The WIEZ Laboratoryis a Polish Christian think
tank. We see the world through the prism of faith,
so we not only describe, but also try to shape Polish
religiousness of the 21st century—aware, mature,
with spiritual depth, open to the encounter with the
world, and socially engaged. We want to encourage
both faithfulness to Christian roots and an attitude
of wise criticism among Polish Catholics, a symbio-
sis of profound identity and openness.

Theinterests of WIEZ Laboratoryinclude society,
culture, the Church, and religion. We are especially
interested in what is taking place—the presence or
the absence of dialogue—at the contact points be-
tween these mutually-intersecting fields.

Laboratorium WIEZI

ul. Trebacka 3

00-074 Warszawa

tel./fax (+48)22.827.29.17
e-mail: laboratorium@wiez.pl
www.wiez.pl
www.laboratorium.wiez.pl



Traveling throughout Poland | have found, in almost every city, town and village,
a group or sometimes individuals who are restoring their local Jewish
cemetery or synagogue. Why are they doing it?

Chief Rabbi of Poland

Many Poles, looking around, perceive this man-made emptiness, this absence in the
Polish landscape, which hurts to this day like an open wound. We cannot bring back
the murdered Jewish world, but we can, and should, bring back the memory. This living
memory gives birth to new bonds between us.

Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the State of Israel

I can understand the misgivings of foreign visitors who are puzzled by the presence
of Jewish themes in the absence of Jews. Nevertheless, the challenge we face is very
simple: we have a choice between oblivion or remembrance. Can anyone have

any doubts about which is preferable?

Co-Chairman (on the Jewish side) of the Polish Council of Christians and Jews
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